THURSDAY 


NEW ORLEANS S TATES - I T EM 


Chances for Juror Pay Enhanced by Shaw Trial 


By JIM MANNING 
Pay for criminal district court jurors in Orleans Parish 
has a good chance of becoming a reality after the conspiracy 
trial of Clay L. Shaw. 

Three criminal court judges met with six city councilmen 
this morning to discuss the matter, and emerged from the 

'closed session with optimism. 

Council president Moon Lan- 
drieu said, “the council seems 
to be of the unanimous opinion 
that as soon as new revenues 
are forthcoming we will provide 
pay for Orleans jurors.” 
UNDER the plan, $10 a day 


would be paid to jurprs at an 
annual total cost of an estimated 
$25,000. Most criminal courts 
in Louisiana already pay jurors. 

Councilman James A. Moreau 
has earlier introduced an or- 
dinance to appropriate the 
money but said today he will 
withdraw it for redrafting. “We 
hope to get it passed right after 
the Shaw trial,” he said. 

Moreau said he wants to re- 
draft the ordinance so that it 
excludes governmental en> 


ployes who are paid for civil 
leave while serving on juries. 

“ALSO, it’s obvious that $25,- 
000 would not be enough to take 
care of the Shaw jurors.” 

Shaw is on trial on charges of 
conspiring to kill Pres. John F. 
Kennedy. Twelve jurors and 
two alternates have been picked 
and are expected to be tied up 
with the trial for over a month. 
There is no provision now for 
jurors to be paid. 


Said Landrieu, “the judges 
impressed upon us 1 the neces- 
sity of providing pay for 
jurors.” 

CITY councilman Clarence O. 
Dupuy was the only council 
member absent from the meet- 
ing. The judges present were 
Frank J. Shea, Oliver Schuling- 
kamp and Matthew Braniff. 

Judge Shea said, “$25,000 a 
year would , appear to be ade- 
quate. You know, we’re the last 
district court in the state to pay 
jurors even though we handle 
fifty per cent of all the state’s 
criminal business.” 


